" Vor. XXIV.

P1TTSBURG, PA., MARCH TWENTY-NINTH, 1907

eJewishCriterion

No. 17

'DEDICATION OF TREE OF LIFE

SYNAGOGUE.

- An Impressive Occasion, — Exer-
| . cises on an Elaborate Scale.

| Large Crowd. Present.

E The dedication proper of the Trqé
. of Life Synagogue took place last
- Sunday afternoon before a congrega-
tion which.taxed the capacity of-the

Y

marked the beginnfng of a new or-
der of things, in
spirit of the times. {It was with min-
gled emotions that [many of the old
guard, who had stood faithful and
loyal to the congregation in the days
gone by, witnessed| the consecration
of the new edifice. | It brought back
scenes of earlier vears: yes, it took
some way back to|the time when
there first came a diyision in the con-
gregation, and Rodgph Shalom, rep-
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new building to its filest. It ‘has

i'a seating capacity of about 750" and
if* cver a tnousand personls were in at-

s &*
@;j tendance, thus even. pufting standing

:9'\

B room at a’ premium. |[The event is
4 orie long to be remembered. A new
%% epoch in the religioug life -of - this
% community  was  established. It
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resenting the advanced, or reformed
element, was brought into existence.
It - brought home to others the
thought that a new Tree of Life
Congregation has been born. While
‘conservatism will undoubtedly be
the corner stone of the congregation,
vet it will hardly ever hark back to
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the extreme forms that once were n
vogue. Many were present who once
belonged to this congregation, but
whose religious  convictions  have
undergone a change. To these the
services and the occasion were of
unusual interest.

Good-Bye to Old Synagogue.

The dedicatory services proper he-
gan [riday afternoon at 4 o'clock
when Rabht Coffee delivered a fare-
well address in the old building. [t
was ‘a feeling tribute to the devotion
of the little band who formed the
congregation back in the sixties, to
their steadfastness of purpose, their
courage, their helpful kindness one
to another in hours of adversity, lle
recalled the fact that it was 25 years
ago that the outbreak against the
Jews began in Russia and of the
fugitives who at that time fled from
the country, 14 families were allotted
to Pittsburg.  Today every one of
these families are prosperous  and
with their offspring are a credit to
their race and to.the city which wel-
comed them and gave them a
chance to worship God as their con-
sciences dictated, and to earn an hon-
est living under the protection of the
law. Such, he powmnted out, s the
character of the Jew. With the
slightest chance, he quickly becomes
law-abiding
citizen, charitable, public spirited and
patriotic. Twenty-five vears ago, he
said, a little band of earnest and re-
ligious men were struggling agamst
heavy odds to maintain the hulding
m which they were assembled. as a
house of God. Of that little band.
he said there were but three remain-
ing. and to them he paid a feeling
tribute.

The rabbi alluded to the three or-
iginal charter members, who assisted
in the organization of the Tree of

Life congregation and to these three
was delegated the honor of bhearing
the scrolls to the new symiagogue at
the close of the sermon of farewell.

The three screll bearers were Sam-

uel Tevin, Mever FFink and Isaac Gel-

der. Theyv were taken in carriages
from the old svnagogue to the new,
where they were received by a hand
of <chool children reciting from the
Psalms of Davad.

Mr HENRY JACKSON,
Chairman of Building Committee.

The exercises were partcipated
Dy Mavor Guthrie and Rev. Dro L
R. Donchoo, who had debvered an
address when the coagregation took
“harge of the property at FFourth ave-
nue and Ross street 25 vears ago.
Both the mavor and Rev, Dr. Done-
hoo attested 1o the faithfulness of
the congregation and the pleasant re-

lations  existing between it and
churches representing  other  faiths,
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gladly weuld have traveled farther.
The Hon. Josiah Cphen, who "was
present at the first dedicatory serv-
ices of this congrepation, in the
course of his address) said, “Are you
satisfied to sit quietly tiere enjoying
freedom while your prethren in Af-
‘menia are being hounded by . the
- persecution that- hay followed . the
Jews through all gqnerations. . Let
‘us bend the knee td American lib-
erty which gives us the right to wor-
ship as we desire; I¢t us hend the
knee to our great national govérn-
‘ment which gives us the right accord-
~ing to the doctrine gf Moses. - You

- Fink,

THE JEWISH

ing of the “Coronation March -
Kretchmar.”

The present officers of the congre-
gation are M. H. Livingston, presi-
dent; I. Jackson, vice president; M.
secretary, ~and C. Spandau,
treasurer; ‘The building  committee
and the committee on arrangements

Jncluded Henry  Jackson, chairman;
- H. Braun, Samuel Levin, M. Bro-

warsky, Joseph Levy, S. Davis, A, L.
Levin, M. Fink, A. Lippard, 1. Gross,
H. H. Livingston, 1. fackson, B.
Marks and C. Spandau. 31 Hirsch,
chief usher, and his assistants .han-

-dled the big throng arlmirabiy.

CRITERION.

Tkree Veterans Vet | .emain.

Of the original eleven miembers of
c.22 congregat on there are three vet .
son of -

vmmg: Mever Fink a

vexander Fink, first president  of

the Tree of Life: Isaac Gelder, for .
many vears a promiment merchant on

Vvl avenue, and Samuel levin, the

venerable father of 1. 8. lLevin, city

< lenor.

1n 1882 the congregation removed
from Third avenue to the building at
and |
pur- -
chased from the Baptist congrega- .
1 e, which had occupied it, for $10,-

the corner of Fourth
Ross street, whiel, had

avenue
been

\;::3 3§§' 1@\» ) L - ‘P’g SR ‘t-\‘m S
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O\ Synagegue Cornex Of ResHYANA Tourih Ave .
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do not fully apprecigte this
-privilege which is exfended to you.

Rabbi Levy Makes Address.

.. The Rev. Dr. J. Leonard Levy,
who made the dedidatory address,
‘said: “Although the fews have been
*cursed and reviled thfough the ages,
they are the one gredt Protestant or
protesting people. Their beliéf.  has
~withstood - the onslqughts of the
‘Egyptian, Babylorfian,
Greek and Roman| nations, and
eventually it will bg recognized a
the one great, right rpligion.” - -

After a closing ptayer by Rabbi
David H. Wittenberg,
tion services were cloed by ‘the play-

great

bid

-

Syrian. .

the dedica-

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CON-
GREGATION.

The Tree of Lite congregation
way started in 1865 with eleven char-
ter members. Alexander Fink was
president, and Morris Arnfeld, vice
president of the society, and M.
Wqlff, cantor. Rev. Sellinger, now
cf Chicago, was the first FEnglish-
speak.ng minister, several vears later.
At first the little congregation rented
a small room on Second avenue for
a place of worship, aud here they re-
‘mained for five years, when they re-
moved to Third avenue, where a
lodge room had been rented and
fitted up for a place of worship.

000. The hittle hand could only pav
a part of the price, and were com-
pelled to place a mortgage upon the
property of $0.000. They spent $4.-
000 1 improvements, and have con-

tinued to worship there ever since, -
Inci-

unt:l last  Iriday  afternoon,
dentally this same piece of property
was sold last spring by the congrega-

tion for $87,000 to a rea; estate firm,
the congregation reserving the right |

to worship there until the comple-
tion of the new svnagogue.
Since its organization the congre-

gation has adhered rigidly to its or- .

iginal orthodoxy, with the exception

that a few years ago, in 1894, to be

exact, the ancient custom of separat- |
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Amgg YOU ARE_GONE.

You know how they accumulate even now
whﬂe you are well and thmgs are running
Smoothlv. |

They . will keep on commg JllSt the same
when you have passed away.

o It will then. be hard enough for your fannly
to bear the sorrows of- your absence.

- Have you the heart to leave them unpro-
v1ded for or: poorly prov1ded for ? Who is
to pay those bills 7 ? -

09 . . - ) ' bofh fhonaa '
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ng to this congregari¢n, nine years
ago, as its minister,
novement of building
yogue and all my effdrts have been
umed towards that end. I have been
successful to awaken |the individual
sonsciousness of the | members. I
1ave watched the congpegation make
iteady progréss during| the past nine
rears. I have observdd them grow
‘from strength to strer
seen all preparations mpde, when the
vill of God was manijfested to me,
elling me that not I shall finish the
ouse of God, but my worthy and
tble successor. I am thankful to our
deavenly Father, that He has spared
ny life and permitted me to witness
his dedication today. “[Chis is indeed
\ day to rejoice and to e glad there-
m.” ‘

I am addressing you
onditions. Very

a new syna-

ofteh a minister

vho is invited to speak|before a con- .

yregation, not his own| is in a pre-
licament as to what hej should speak
bout or what he shm]ld say to the

songregation, for as a|rule he does
10t know well enough, |the people he
s addressing. Again p minister in
’ns own congregation, thay often not
iare tell his congregation what he
ould like to say, for fCP.l of the con-
sequences, at least to jhimself. My
presence here today is an anomaly. [
may say that I am at|present your
minister and yet I am rjot your min-

ster. I am your mmlstdr because my

I started- the

" I have -

inder peculiar

srlgmal term as ministe
gregation did not ter
hext April, and therefq
ave been the official m
edication. And yet, I

- of this con-
minate until
re I could
nister at this
am not your

minister, because circujnstances be- -
my resigna- .

rond luman control an
au’m severed my minist¢rial relatlons
~v1th you. I am now rhinistering to
L congregation 3,000, thiles
irom liere. But as you
line years and having
he best years of my Jife in your
midst, I ought to understand you
wvell, and,yet as not yo4r minister, I

1j1ii1i3ter for
ent some of

5011 frankly and openly.

i Let me say, right at fhe beginning
:,hat I am not going to cgiticize vou in
iny way, for I have 1 _
justification in doing so] At such a
hould experience a f
ilation, and far be it |[from me to
jound a &iscordant note jupon so joy-
;%1'15 an occasion. I honof and respect

T

I of you. I thank yoli once more
or all the kindness you| have shown
the while in your midst.
,_recmte the honor of ydur invitation
70 come back and partigipate in this
?e(llc'ltmn and I shouldjbe very sorry
»o give utterance to a|word which

flestivities of the day. I have traveled
;&wusan'ds of miles, and
1. have traveled much fa
ihe pleasure of seeing y
a‘_t‘ople once more.

It is an .nspiring apd
faithful ad-
to have as-
witness the
to a three-

pladly would
rther to have

fcene to behold so many
jerents to our religion,
dembled here "today to
Jedlcatlon of this house
‘L?old purpose. 1. To {God. 2. To
"mmtryr 3. To humanity] This three-
E{ﬂd dedication corresppnds to the

distant

::ucrht not to be reluctant to speak to

cause oOr -

Ame as this, it is but nafural that we
eling of ex-

I keenly ap-

~to say,

illght séeni out of harnjony with the .
¥

bu, my good

: _-mean? On the field we scatter seed,
uplifting
- harv

“rich

!

B .
idea jof the Rabbis in the Talmud,
who''say 'that the place of worship
fromivery early times was designated
among the Israelites by three names.
“A raham called the synagogue a

moun Isaac called the syna-

-gogue a ﬁe'ld; Jacob called the syna-

gogue a house.” Let us see what
meaning this precious saying of the
Talmud has for us. First: God’s
houcepl or the sypagogue should be a
mountain. [s it not true that when
one stands on the top of a high moun-
tain, he is elevated above the dusty
and smoky atmosphere of the dale,
valley: and plains; the lobes of his

lungs jexpand. Again he who stands
on the¢ top of a mountain has a deep,

silent®and -earnest rest about him-
self, for the noise and bustle of the
city do not reach him. Again he
who stands on a high mountain

- stands much nearer to leaven, and
he fe\_%lb himself drawn nearer to
God, jand more closely related to

Him. | Likewise, my friends, such a

~mountain should our svnagogue be.

We aihould' dedicate this synagogue
as a mountain of God. It should
be a place where the pure religious
atmosphere should exist, where he
who i humble and sick in heart can

L]

— i it . - it ¢ e

iTue Late ALEXANDER FINK,
One of the Founders of the Tree of Life Congregation

be s}trenfrthcnecl The synagogue
shoulﬁl be a place where we must feel
that we are nearer and more closely
related to God. The synagogue

shouldl be a high mountain where we -

do ngt hear tlle noise and tumult of
the bpsiness life of the city.
- “The synagogue,” savs the Tal-
mud,| “must be higher than all the
other| houses of the city.” That is
spiritually it must be loftier,
it must be more esteemed and honor-
ed thpn any other house of the city.
In this manner and in this spirit
shoulfl we dedicate this synagogue to
God.|
“Th house of God is called, sec-
ondly, a “field.” What docs that

\yhiciafter some time brings us rich
t. When we sow the seed, we
hope"that our eyes will behold and
our hearts will be gladdened by the
1arvest which these seeds will
forth at some {uture time.

we enjoy the fruits of our
we are repaid for the work

brin
Whe
labor]
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Chicago possesses the most beautiful
women 1n the United States, and after a
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“Chicago Tribune,” and 1s proving by
photographs appearing every Sunday 1n
its 1llustrated section that Greater Pitts-
burgh is entitled to the distinction of the
most beautiful women.
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by sending in the photograph of any
woman in this vicinity that you feel 1s
entitled to a place in the gallery of beau-
tlful women.
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RABBI FRIED'S SERMON
(Continued from page 7) '

gogue should .be a  similar
where our loving Hmvenly ‘Father
dwells in the nu(lst of His . children,
and because all these children de-
scend from the same good Father,
they should be all hlothers and sis-
ters. This place shopld be holy in
the true sense of the:word. In this
place we should forget the artificial
distinctions of -caste, ' the false bar-
riers between man aml man, and be
of one family. It isi true, that we
human beings are ever ywhere even
outside the synagogue, brothers and
sisters, for we all uujoy the" tender
heart of a mother, this mother being
nature; we have all ]Jeen created by
one I‘athu, this l'athm being God;
we have all been brourrht up in thc
same house, this house
carth; we all have one home, this
home being the earthJ we all have
one home, this home! bemo- ‘heaven;
vet in Ilfe and in the world without,
there are always 301né causes which
separate man from man and heart
from heart, but the synagogue
should be a house of the s’;reat fam-
ily, “the house of gathering” and the
house of union. Here, where the
rich and the poor, yvoung and old,
sit side by side, here we feel that,
after all, we havc one Father and
that we are all His children.

~ Friends! I want to say right here,
that 1 am exceedingly n]ad and
Happy to know that the _Icwish hos-
pital of this city is soon to have its
cornerstone laid, and thus the long
wish of those faithful workers who
worked for its welfare, will soon be
fulfilled, and hope, in fact I have no
doubt that the liberal Pittshurg com-
munity will support it, as they so lib-
erally support all other noble- insti-
tutions of this great and pr 0&:1)(:1’01.1‘3
_ul\

Thus, my frmndb, when a congu.—
gation is inspired with such lofty
th(}ll”htb and ideals, when they enter
the llollbL of worahxp then can we
truly say the Divine Presence rests in
the synagogue. May we in this spirit
dedicate this synagogue to the serv-
ice of God, country and humanity,
which constitute true Judaism, and
Judaism is eternal as the hills, yea!
it is even more eternal than the hills
and dales. I come now from the
golden State of California,” most
favored by nature by the effusmn of
beauty ~which has feen lavishly
showered .upon it by God, the source
of all grace and heauty and ‘yet,
f’ricn(ls,- there are evidences there
everywhere; where the human eye
turns, of an awful havoc wrought by
naturc, God’s messenger, for some
purpose which is as mysterious . as
the sight is ovcmwmg Hills have
been removed yeal with the Royal
Psalmist we may say: “The founda-
tions of the hills tremble.” In other
‘words, the phenomena of nature,

firm as they seem, crumble at the'—

magic and mysterlous touch of time,
but here, friends, is Judaism, the
same glorlous ]udalsm of the "pat-
riarchs and prophets, uhshaken and
unmoved as the very heavens which
Moses called as the witnesses of the
Eternal God. |

house

being -the

l'rlemls the work which you have

of thig imposing edifice may perhaps,
some iday vanish as all things ma-
terial ‘do, but the principle to which
this shcred place of worship is be-
mg dédicated will abide forever and
it is \’Jn the perpetuity of Judaism
that your work will find perennial
lodgmpnt, a spiritual monument to
your beal and your loyalty.  The
most sacred lunple in our history
was thie one in the capitol of the an-
cient Jewish commonwealth. It was
called “Beth Hamikdosh,” par excel-
lence, as though only that one was
worthy of thL noble epithet of holi-
ness, but that Temple, too, vanished,
but thg, principle {for wlmh it ~,tood
was and is idestructible.  We build
b)narrogueb not simply mmpelled by
craven fear, or from slavish adher-
enée td custom, but we build out of
the ful lest conviction of our hearts,
and asian evidence that our fathers’

-done 1&5 manifested in th¢ erection

faith id yet a living faith. Isracl to-
day, ds throughout the thousand

vears of its past, stands for an ideal
yet unrealized, and for hopes that
are still vital and essential to man-
kind. - 'lllLrL is a very beautiful story
in the Jt\\fl‘sh ancient folklore, which
is as inspiring as it is suggestive.
‘When; the Temple was set ablaze
by theiunholy hands of the ancient

foes of Israel, the high priest at the

risk of his life made his w ay mto the
interior, snatched the nnldcn kev of
the gates, locked the nuul portals
and stamlmg on the threshhold with
his eves uplifted  heavenward, he
threw up the key, imploring Provi-
dence to take it under His protection.
A mysterious hand caught the golden
key and deposited it among the
Heavenly treasures,” My dear
friends, it is related in our sacred
tradition that our ancient Temple
was an mumitation of  some  model,
which God showed unto Moses,  So
is every Temple a representation of

“the sacred Tabernacle above, amdl so,

dear friends, is cvery kev of every
Jewish place of worship, yea, the
key which was handed today to the
worthy. president of this congrega-
tion, “Tree of Life,” the counterpart
of ihat golden key which is in God's
sacyed treasury. May this kev un-
lock for us the golden treasures of
Hl)ll,'lf.ud] truth, so t]nt our ¢ves may
hehold the 'J'Im\ of God, the majesty
of His presence, so I)L&lllltl‘l”\ and
1<)m1ﬁuant]v 1C|)resmtui by the noble
word *Shekinah,” and may it shine
m all its splendor upon vou, vour
children and your children’s chil-
dren for all time.  Amen,

- o e e T e e

Address by Prof. Joshua A. Joffe.

Ladiés and Gentlemen: For al-
most a decade I have been in spirit
with Congregation Tree of Life in
Pittsburg. Fur nearly nine years my
beldved friend, Rabbi Michael Fried,
herg with us toda\ has falthful}y
disdharged his duties as its garduer,
noyrishing you and  your children

“with fruit he had been gathering for

fiver long vears from among the trees

of that;orchar(l in which I had the
honor t6 be emploved as watchman— -

the Je\wsh Theological Sumnar; of
New Xoxk
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u' ﬁave thought fit to-

)roii:.__'_ “Tree of Life,” to

form: a !delight to the eye,.
as te\va ,d of the spmtuaI fruit .

It is. he more than any -
‘the alf httndred dxsmpleb occupy-

Ipits:
imbibed = my
f‘prr't_”' nd Form of Juda-

; weil as n. spmt

\uot the 1nformat1on

at however made ‘me.
: tl;e-- -pleasure of ‘this
selclom “deceives, .
hat tinder the able’
its rabbi, Congregatxon
'f Plttsburw 1s destmed

qucls,. rddlatm‘r W'u‘mth
‘It is a Tree of Llfe to

1°'ht turn d1ctator) nor
n the POWCr ‘of, speechmaking that
mtendecl’-. for amusement whereas

[t yest rday\——-the sp1r1tua1
ivilization, called
,’. stood ‘in. such
eauty hat, had the Enb- '-

x:ophets -of  the . nine-

a t.,a more" than Su~
< : “they

"n:'x\n:,-

'-“Tree of Life.”

a'ccepted your, kind invitation ..

was ‘acting: to beneﬁt cwdlzatlon and
science. . , _

And today ?—yellow leaves Iinnu—
merable; many a branch cut off;

‘ness, waxing dry, and the
bulk exposed to a. scorching sim.
This i$ the real

tears to shed let them now weep.

However,
hodlsten da ist .Got am nachsten.”
. (When the need is greatest then God
is nigh at hand.) |

-See, look yonder! there appears a
. strip of . cloud. on "the horizon preg-
nant with' gentle rain. And, won-
‘upon °~ wonder! . thoqe very
‘branches " that were first smitten by
‘the drought, gratefully ' receive = the
first dTOI'Ib, vearnmgl; pantmg after
rejuvenatlon

To ‘the everlasting credit of our
_German-American plulanthroplsts be |
it stated and recorded, that it was'
they, who three weeks ago this dav, !
through the silvery. tongue of their ;

great orator, Edward Lauterbach,

proclaimed their heart-feit desire to
give more scope te the heart and soul

and less to the form and cant.

O, that all congregations were to
follow suit! And O, that a congre-

gation like this would set one more
-example and brm§
-needed - reform. And it 'is this: Not

to measure. the merit of the minis- §:
ter by how many visits he made dur-

the week, or by how many speeches

‘he delivered, but, O congregation of ;"

Israel, I beseech vau, honor
leaders ‘according to
hours they
in the study of the Hebrew Bible.
" Or ‘better still, according .to
ability to draw inspiration from Jew-
ish listory and philosophy.

.-1. 0. B. B, NOTES.

" The B’nai Brith lodge in Cincin-
‘nati has prospered greatly since the
consolidation of the five lodges..
- the last meeting of the lodge, which
‘was largely attended, a contrlbutlon
to.the Jewish settlement of $1.50 for
~each. member of the lodge was voted
for ‘the year 1907, this disposing of
- the  largest part of its income
phflanthroplc endeavor, the .Cleve-

your

| _land. Orphan Asylum, Denver Hospi--
- tal"and the local sf:ttlement being the

chief .beneficiaries. At the last meet-
.ing 29 candidates were accepted and
- these, ‘with an additional class, will
‘be. lmaated -at the next meeting on
- March 25th, and the ceremony will
be the first initiation conducted under

the auspices of the new lodge. Ar-

rangements have been made for an

elaborate Iuncheon ‘to  follow the : g

‘meeting: .

A largely- attended meetmv wag
~ held:’ at Chattanooga Tenn.,
. March 1oth, on ivhich occasion Rabbi
o o ]oseph delivered an address, in
the course of ‘which he spoke of the
representanve fraternal _institutions

¢ of this country and especially -of the

'L.0.B."B; and of.its work, and ap-

peal_ed to the audience to - join its ||
iks and fo. affiliate with the exist--

mg lodgc in that city.. As.a result of
the 'n S 23 candldates have 31g-

state of lbraelsj
Those who. have'

“wenn die Not ist am-

about a still more

the dozen of i
spend - during the week {

their I

At

in !

on ;

more,. because of thoughtle;ss_-’_‘
entire %

”-S‘-‘f‘.
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